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HKSSF Primary Squash

• Girls B Grade (1st Runners-up)

• Boys C Grade (Champion)

• Girls C Grade (Champion)



HKSSF Primary Swimming 

(HK Island West District)

• Boys B Grade (3rd Runners-up)

• Boys C Grade (Runners-up)

• Girls C Grade (2nd Runners-up)

• Overall – Fourth

Notes:

2023-24 HK Island West District 

Primary Swimming Competition: 

Sarah Margaret Courtney (G4) 

broke the 50m Backstroke record 

winning the Outstanding Athlete 

Award.



HKSSF Swimming Hong 

Kong/ Kowloon Division 3

• Overall Girls (Champion) –

promotion to Division 2

• Overall Boys (Champion) –

promotion to Division 2

• Girls A Grade (Champion)

• Boys A Grade (Champion)

• Girls C Grade (Champion)

• Boys C Grade (2nd Runners-up)



Agenda

• Quiz

• Child Protection: International & HK Law

• Child Safeguarding and Protection at ISF

• Introducing “Li Ren” 

• Wellbeing and Inclusion in Action



Child 

Protection and 

Rights 

QUIZ - Link 

https://quizizz.com/embed/quiz/654335bedeca37c4a6918a31


1.In Hong Kong, the minimum 

age of criminal liability is:



10 years old



2. Which international convention 

sets out the rights of the child?



United Nations Convention on 

the Rights of the Child (UNCRC)



3. Under ‘sole-custody’, can the 

non-custodial parent still receive 

information about the child or 

communicate with the child?



Yes



4. In Hong Kong, the definition of 

‘child’ may vary under different laws.



True



5. Under Crimes Ordinance Cap 200 

Section 122 "indecent assault", what 

is the minimum age for consent to 

avoid an offence?



16



6. What is the minimum age for 

marriage in Hong Kong?



16



7. Who has responsibility for 

child safeguarding?



Everyone



8. What are the four pillars of the 

UNCRC?



• Non-discrimination 

• Best interests of the child

• Right to life, survival, and 

development

• Respect for the views of the child



9. What are the 4 types of child 

maltreatment?



Physical harm/abuse

Psychological / Emotional abuse 

Sexual abuse 

Neglect



10. What actions can parents take 

to protect their child from harm?



Supervising, caring, giving 

guidance, creating a safe 

environment, monitoring, building a 

strong relationship, seeking 

professional help





Declaration of the Rights 

of the Child

The first declaration of the rights 

of the child by the League of 

Nations in 1924 recognized that 

“mankind owes to the child the 

best that it has to give.”



1959 Declaration of the Rights of the Child

United Nations General Assembly in Resolution 1386 (XIV)

1.   The right to equality, without distinction on account of race, religion or national origin.

2.   The right to special protection for the child’s physical, mental and social development.

3.   The right to a name and a nationality.

4.   The right to adequate nutrition, housing and medical services.

5.   The right to special education and treatment when a child is physically or mentally 

handicapped.

6.   The right to understanding and love by parents and society.

7.   The right to recreational activities and free education.

8.   The right to be among the first to receive relief in all circumstances.

9.   The right to protection against all forms of neglect, cruelty and exploitation.

10. The right to be brought up in a spirit of understanding, tolerance, friendship among 

peoples, and universal brotherhood.





September 2nd 1990 The Convention becomes part of International Law

April 19th 1991 The government of United Kingdom became a signatory to 

the Convention

August 29th 1991 The government of People's Republic of China became a 

signatory to the Convention

December 16th 1991 The ratification of the Convention by the government of United 

Kingdom received at the United Nations

March 2nd 1992 The ratification of the Convention by the People's Republic of 

China received at the United Nations

September 7th 1994 The United Kingdom extended the ratification of the 

Convention to Hong Kong







November 20 is 

World Children's 

Day



CIS International Accreditation Framework

Child Protection Measures (CPM) 

• 9 Domains

• 45 Standards

• 22 Core Standards

CPM Featured in…

• 5 Domains

• 14 Standards







Protection Against Child Abuse in Hong Kong

• Convention on the Rights of the Child (CRC)
• CRC cannot be invoked as an authority for legal enforcement 

in Hong Kong
• Hong Kong: Child abuse covered in Crimes Ordinance CAP 

200 and Offences Against the Person Ordinance CAP 212 
• Social Welfare Department: “…endanger or impair physical 

or psychological health and development of an individual 
under the age of 18 ”

• Child Abuse Investigation Unit (CAIU): HK Police

• Family and Child Protective Services Unit (FCPSU): SWD



Children Under Hong Kong Law
● Evidence Ordinance CAP 8

● Guardianship of Minors Ordinance CAP 13

● Employment Ordinance CAP 57/57B/57C

● Matrimonial Proceedings and Property Ordinance CAP 192

● Crimes Ordinance CAP 200 (CO)

● Offences Against the Person Ordinance CAP 212

● Protection of Children and Juveniles Ordinance CAP 213

● Criminal Procedure Ordinance CAP 221/221J

● Juvenile Offenders Ordinance CAP 226

● Education Ordinance CAP 279/279A

● Adoption Ordinance CAP 290

● Child Abduction and Custody Ordinance CAP 512

● Prevention of Child Pornography Ordinance CAP 579



• CO Section 122 (indecent assault)

• CO Section 123 (under 13)

• CO Section 124 (under 16)

• CO Section 126 (abduction U16)

• CO Section 127 (abduction U18)

• CO Section 153P (extraterritorial offences)

• Personal Data (Privacy) (Amendment) Ordinance effective from 

October 8 2021 - online doxxing

• The Crimes (Amendment) Ordinance 2021 - Voyeurism, clandestine 

photography, as well as publication of intimate images without consent

Children Under Hong Kong Law



Juvenile Offenders

• Section 3 of the Juvenile Offenders Ordinance (JOO), Cap. 226 , 

contains an irrebuttable presumption that a person under 10 

years of age cannot commit a criminal offence.

• Under section 2 of the JOO a "child" is defined as a person 

under the age of 14 years 

• A “young person” is a person of 14 years of age or over, but 

under 16 years of age.

• The juvenile court only has jurisdiction over persons who have 

not attained 16 years of age.

http://www.hklii.hk/eng/hk/legis/ord/226/s3.html
http://www.hklii.hk/eng/hk/legis/ord/226/
http://www.hklii.hk/eng/hk/legis/ord/226/
http://www.hklii.hk/eng/hk/legis/ord/226/s2.html
http://www.hklii.hk/eng/hk/legis/ord/226/


Child Employment in Hong Kong

For the purposes of the Employment Ordinance , the 

Employment of Children Regulations and the Employment 

of Young Persons (Industry) Regulations :

● A child is a person under 15 years of age.

● A young person is a person who has attained 15 years, 

but not the age of 18 years.

http://www.hklii.hk/eng/hk/legis/ord/57/
http://www.hklii.hk/eng/hk/legis/reg/57B/
http://www.hklii.hk/eng/hk/legis/reg/57C/




1. 25 professions required to report suspected child abuse

2. Penalty for failure to report: three months’ imprisonment 

and $50,000 fine

3. Under consultation

4. Will take effect no less than 18 months after gazetting

Hong Kong Mandatory Reporting Bill Gazetted 

2 June 2023



124. The LegCo is scrutinising the Mandatory Reporting of 

Child Abuse Bill. We look forward to the early passage 

of the bill and the implementation of the mandatory 

reporting regime for early identification and 

intervention into child abuse cases.

Chief Executive’s Policy Address 2023 (25 October 2023)



Four Types of Maltreatment 

Neglect

Persistent failure to meet a child’s 

needs – physical and/or 

psychological

Physical Harm/Abuse

Causing physical harm to a child

Sexual Abuse

Involving a child in sexual activity

Psychological Harm/Abuse

Persistent emotional ill treatment of 

a child



General Indicators

• Patterns of Attendance

• Nature and quantity of contact with parents/domestic helpers

• Nature and quantity of contact with school staff; frequently 

seeking out attention and/or reassurance

• Inappropriate sexual behaviour

• Body language and behaviour

• Language: Either explicit or ambiguous

• Verbal/physical outbursts, challenging, disruptive



Child Safeguarding & Protection

Child Safeguarding is action that is taken to promote the welfare of children and to 

protect them from harm. 

Safeguarding means: 

• protecting children from abuse and maltreatment 

• preventing harm to children’s health or development 

• ensuring children grow up with the provision of safe and effective care 

• taking action in the best interests of children and young people 

Child protection is part of the safeguarding process. It focuses on protecting 

individual children identified as suffering or likely to suffer significant harm



Safeguarding is 

at the heart of 

what we do



Definitions of Child Abuse/Maltreatment 

In a broad sense, child maltreatment is defined as any act of commission or 

omission that endangers or impairs the physical/psychological health and 

development of an individual under the age of 18. ISF takes its duty of care to 

extend to all of its currently enrolled students, regardless of when the incident 

took place, age and including those who may have reached or surpassed the age 

of 18.

Child maltreatment is committed by individuals, singly or collectively, who, by 

their characteristics (e.g. age, status, knowledge, organisational form), are in a 

position of differential power that renders a child vulnerable. 



Types of Child Abuse Cases reported in Hong Kong In 2022

Types of abuse Number of 

cases

% of cases

Sexual abuse 443 30.8%

Psychological 

harm/abuse 

15 1.0%

Physical harm/abuse 652 45.3%

Neglect 276 19.2%

Multiple harm/abuse 53 3.7%

1439 newly registered cases 

For reference：
2019 - 1006

2020 - 940

2021 - 1367



Statutory Guidance in Hong Kong 

• “Protecting Children from Maltreatment — Procedural 

Guide for Multi-disciplinary Co-operation”  (2020)

• Relevant statutory links - EDB REO, Social Welfare 

Department Family and Children Protection Services Unit, 

Police School Liaison Officer, etc.

https://www.swd.gov.hk/storage/asset/section/652/en/Procedural_Guide_Core_Procedures_(Revised_2020)_Eng_2Nov2021.pdf


Standards and Expectations for Child Protection 

(Council of International Schools) 

• All children have equal rights to be protected from harm and abuse. 

• Everyone has a responsibility to support the protection of children. 

• Schools have a duty of care to children enrolled in the school and 

those who are affected by the operations of the school. 

• All actions on child protection are taken with consideration for the 

best interests of the child, which are paramount.



Other safeguarding issues we should all be 

aware of 

• Online safety

• Domestic abuse

• Mental health

• Child-on-child abuse

• Child missing from education



Safeguarding at ISF

• Making sure children grow up safe, happy and healthy

• Be alert to changes in a child

• All children are vulnerable, but some are more vulnerable

than others

• All teachers and staff receive ongoing child safeguarding 

training

• There are Designated Child Safeguarding Leads at Pre-

School, Primary and Secondary School; They work 

together to address the concerns and take necessary 
actions to keep children safe





Together we raise the WHOLE CHILD



Introducing Li Ren 



Beyond Learning Support 

• A new phase in our mission to nurture and 
enhance learning at ISF

• Growth-minded and thriving
• Shifting from ‘alongside’ support of learning to 

a shared partnership of ‘co-construction’ of the 
social, cultural and academic identity of each 
ISF learner 



About Li Ren

Learners aim to stand up, stand tall and ground themselves to 

become a whole person with independent minds, Chinese 

virtues, and a global outlook. 

The first of three elements of the shared human experience, Li, 

denotes our ‘being’ (立知行 Being, Knowing, Doing). The Li 

Ren Center is dedicated to the exploration of our ‘being’.



Purpose：
Wellbeing and 

Inclusion



Li Ren Statement: 

• Empowering learners’ holistic growth  

• Enhancing positive impact on health, 

wellbeing and learning    

• Connecting the hearts and minds of learners, 

educators and community as one 



"Li” 

Being

Identity Systems

Student 

agency/

Connectedness



When will the change commence?

From December 1, 2023 onwards, we will use our 

new name Li Ren and the team will be called the 

Li Ren Center. 

Ongoing provisions and programs will remain 

unchanged. 



Li Ren Provision

Social Emotional

Guidance Counsellors

Social Workers

Educational Psychologist

Social Emotional Specialist

Learning Enhancement

Educational Psychologist

Learning Support Teachers

Inclusive Education Assistants

Nurses -

Health Teachers

Holistic 

collaboration

Parents

Learners

Holistic collaboration with teachers and parents to enhance communications.



Wellbeing and Inclusion in Action 2023-24

• Li Ren Communications

• Li Ren Wellbeing and Inclusion Data System

• Li Ren Connect

• Li Ren Insights Speaker Event

• Relationship and Sexuality Education  

• Diversity and inclusive practice







Thank you! 

Next HOS Coffee Morning: 

Wednesday, 13 March 2024


